
   

Many of you that are fans of “As the World Turns” or “Days of Lives” would have enjoyed the legislative drama 
this week. The debate over the approval of the Holcomb Power Station, the 1.4 megawatt building project, 
continued to occupy center stage, stage left and stage right. This week, after being halted last, the House 
Energy and Utilities Committee was given permission to work and send to the House floor their version of the 
Holcomb bill (HB 2177) which was eventually incorporated into Senate bill (SB 327), and is scheduled to be 
debated on Monday. In separate action, the Senate Utilities Committee considered their version of the Holcomb 
bill (SB 515) and incorporated it into the provisions of house bill 2066 and sent it to the Senate floor which was 
then debated by the Senate on Wednesday, and received approval on a 33 to 7 vote, a three vote margin in 
case an override is necessary. However, some of the votes for the bill are considered soft, or may change as the 
bill continues to evolve. Plans now call for the House to debate its version of the bill on Monday.  

In related activities, Secretary of Health and Environment Roderick Bremby, appeared before the Senate Utilities 
Committee on Wednesday and testified that it is his department’s intention to review all CO2 emission in the 
state and develop appropriate regulations. This sent a chill down the spine of many businesses throughout 
Kansas who in the course of their operations must emit CO2. Once, again the central theme of this whole debate 
has been that the regulated community, unaware of the rules, cannot make business plans when the regulatory 
environment is unknown. Secretary Bremby’s comments only served to heighten the uncertainty around the CO2 
debate and probably gained proponents of the Holcomb bill at least three or four votes in the Senate.  

The following is a recap of our issues as of today: 

 

Unemployment Insurance (UI) (Workers Comp)  

Last week, we advised you of our inability to introduce the Substance Abuse/Work Comp bill as a result of a 
political maneuver by the Senate Leadership to prevent introduction of anti-work comp reforms by the Kansas 
Trial Lawyers and/or the Kansas AFL-CIO. However, this week a bill (HB 2848) was introduced in House 
Commerce Committee and is the measure designed to undo the Casco decision handed down by the Supreme 
Court last summer. It appears, now we may have an opportunity to move our bill in the House if activity occurs 
as a result of this new bill.  

Intensive Ground Water Use Control Areas (IGUCA) 

The House Agricultural and Natural Resource Committee has scheduled a hearing on HB 2625 on Tuesday, 
February 19, 2008 a bill designed to establish oversight on the formation of Intensive Ground Water Use Areas 
(IGUCAs) by the Kansas Division of Water Resources (DWR). The Association will be offering testimony on this 
measure.  

Lien Bill 

The long awaited Lien bill (SB 603) was introduced at the request of the Associated General Contractors of 
Kansas (AGC) in Senate Commerce Committee this Monday. The bill basically establishes a requirement for a 
preliminary lien notice on commercial work, similar to the lien notices which are required on residential work. 
However, it appears to be poorly drafted as it is unclear whether one or multiple liens are necessary and who 
should be notified. In addition to this, the bill also makes similar notice requirements for jobs on which public 
bonds are held. We have been in contact with the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee and he has no 
intentions of hearing it. We will continue to work on this measure with the contractors and see if there is a 
possible solution to the problem; however, in its current form we are opposed to this bill.  

 

  

IN THE MIX 

A LEGISLATIVE REPORT FROM KAPA-KRMCA 

February 2, 2008 Week 3, Volume 2008 

A LEGISLATIVE REPORT FROM KAPA-KRMCA 

February 21, 2008 Week 5, Volume 2008 

«GreetingLine» 



 

 

  

  

Page 3 

IN THE MIX Page 2 

  

 

Bills Tracked by the Association 
  

SB 89 –  An Act relating to water; concerning the Republican River and the disposition of moneys recovered from certain 
litigation; establishing  the Republican River water conservation projects fund. 

SB123 -   An Act concerning water; providing for establishment of an upper Arkansas River conservation reserve 
enhancement program. (CREP) 

SB145 -  AN ACT concerning solid waste; relating to siting restrictions; amending K.S.A. 2006 Supp. 65-3407 and 
repealing the existing section.SB145 by Natural Resources  Solid waste; siting restrictions. 
 
SB 485 - AN ACT concerning counties; enacting the county alternative project delivery building construction procurement 
act; amending K.S.A. 19-214 and repealing the existing section. 
 
SB 515 - AN ACT concerning the environment; relating to conservation and electric generation, transmission and 
efficiency and air emissions; amending K.S.A. 65-3008b, 65-3012 and 66-104d and K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 65-3005, 65-3008a 
and 66-1,184 and repealing the existing sections. 
 
SB 530 – An Act concerning sales taxation; relating to exemptions; machinery, equipment and materials used for research 
and development; amending K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 79-3606 and repealing the existing section. 
 
SB 553 – An Act concerning carbon dioxide emissions offset.  
 
SB 598 – An Act concerning drainage district excavation limitations. 
 

Comprehensive Transportation Program 

Preliminary discussions continue among many Legislators regarding the nature and shape of a future highway 
program. At a presentation before the House Appropriations Committee on Thursday by Dr. W. Bartley Hildreth, 
Dean of the W. Frank Barton School of Business Wichita State University, and Steve Weatherford, President of 
Kansas Finance Development Authority, it is obvious that bonding will not be a future source of funding for any 
kind of future Comprehensive Transportation Program. There is also a lot hall discussion regarding the use of 
future gaming revenues. This discussion was generated as a result of the Shawnee County District Court Judge 
upholding the gaming act last week. This decision, of course, will have to be upheld as constitutional by the 
Kansas Supreme Court. Assuming this happens, other interest groups will be advocating for the redistribution of 
gaming funds which are statutory dedicated to debt retirement, infrastructure (Us), and property tax reductions.  

 

 “EAT Concrete” DAY 

At the Capitol, 2
nd

 Floor Rotunda 

February 20, 2008 

1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 
 

For several years now, we have sponsored the highly successful “Eat Concrete” day at the Capitol for all 
Legislators, Staff, KDOT Officials, the GOVERNOR, LT. GOVERNOR and others under the dome.  What is a 
CONCRETE?  It is frozen custard provided by Sheridan’s which one can mix in a choice of flavors such as 
strawberries, nuts and more. This is a highly popular event, and we are bringing it back!   

 Feel free to join us for the fun, education and to promote the Comprehensive Transportation Program and the 
Construction Industry “under the dome”.   

 

http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/89.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/123.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/145.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/485.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/515.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/515.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/530.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/553.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/598.pdf


 

  

 

SB 603 – An Act concerning requirements of preliminary 20-day notice for supplier’s lien.  
 
HB 2066 – An Act concerning electric generations, transmission, air emissions and regulatory reform. 
 
HB 2184 - An Act concerning water; providing for establishment of the upper Arkansas River conservation reserve 
enhancement program. (CREP) 

HB 2566 - An Act concerning governmental entities competing with private businesses. 

HB 2625 - An Act concerning intensive groundwater use control areas; relating to mandatory review and advisory 
committees; amending K.S.A. 82a-1036 and 82a-1037 and K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 82a-1901 and repealing the existing 
sections.  
 
HB 2709 – An Act concerning micro utility trucks, regulation of.  
 
HB 2711 - An Act concerning the environment; relating to conservation and electric generation, transmission and 
efficiency and air emissions; amending K.S.A. 65-3008b, 65-3012 and 66-104d and K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 65-3005, 
65-3008a and 66-1,184 and repealing the existing sections. 
 
HB 2739 – An Act concerning sales taxation; relating to exemptions; machinery, equipment and materials used for 
research and development; amending K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 79-3606 and repealing the existing section. 
 
HB 2744 – An Act concerning procedures for state agencies to acquire architectural, engineering and land 
surveying services for certain projects for state agencies and setting fees for such services. 
 
HB 2807 – An Act concerning defining participating member of a rural water district; requirements on water 
districts. 
 
HB 2808 – An Act concerning the use of eminent domain by public wholesale water supply districts.  
 
HB 2848 – An Act concerning workers compensation; bilateral scheduled injuries under permanent partial 
general disability. 
 

 * Bills in bold are those added to the list this week. 
 
 * Click on the bill number for a complete text.  
  

 

http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/603.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2066.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2184.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2566.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2625.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2709.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2711.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2739.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2744.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2807.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2808.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/2008/2848.pdf

