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CALL TO ACTION:
ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ROAD CREWS

CONCRETE 
PAVEMENT REPAIR

seminar & demonstration

Free

September 24
Manhattan

September 25
Parsons

The Kansas Ready Mixed Concrete Association (KRMCA) is 
proud to present its 2014 Concrete Pavement Repair (CPR) 
Seminars. These seminars will provide persons responsible 
for street maintenance and repair, the knowledge necessary 
to maintain quality concrete streets. Durability, Ordering 
Concrete, Standard Submittals, Concrete Curb & Pothole 
Repair, Curing, and Mix Design will be the topics discussed 
at the seminar. We will also have a live demonstration of 
a concrete patch.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
•Architects
•Engineers
•Contractors (Subs & 
General)
•Inspectors
•Anyone responsible for 
the design, construction 
and repair for street 
maintenance.

WHAT DO YOU GET?
• 4 Continuing Education 

Credits
• PDH’s for Engineers
• AIA CES, HSW for 

Architects
• Education Hours for 

Contractors
• FREE:Includes Lunch and 

all course materials

Register Online till Sept. 22 at 
http://web.kapa-krmca.org/events

Questions, call (785) 235-1188

www.kapa-krmca.org
http://web.kapa-krmca.org/events


Summers always go fast!!  
Now the kids are already 
back in school, football 

is underway and most of you, 
I hope, are all pushing for a 
strong Fall finish.  Just as we 
have been doing here at the 
Association.

In August, we saw many 
of the projects we have been 
working on come together. 
Probably the most visible was 

the “going live” with the Association’s new web page and 
database software. Both Amanda and myself devoted quite a 
bit of time to this effort and are optimistic about the benefits 
it will provide our membership. If you have a moment please 
log on at www.kapa-krmca.org and take it for a test drive.  
Then, when you are done, drop us an email or call to let us 
know what you think and suggest any improvements. The 
new site and database are loaded with several sophisticated 
tools but they are only as good as having the knowledge to 
use them. Knowing what you need will help us put them to 
the best use. Some parts of the site are still getting their final 
touches. One of those is the “Members Only” section. Soon 
we will be sending out login information to all members to 
access this part which will provide a great deal of information 
that is NOT available to the general public. This vital 
industry information is one of the great member benefits of 
the association and we hope you will fully utilize it.

This past month we continued our work with KDOT on 
the D-Cracking issue and we now appear to have it resolved. 
My appreciation to Kelly Briggs, Frank Rockers, Phil Mott, 
Rusty Owings and Joe Hug for all of their assistance as we 
have worked our way through this process. We have also 
been busy planning for our Fall finish which includes four 
educational seminars scheduled for late September and mid 
October in Manhattan, Parsons, Wichita and Lawrence. Once 
again our appreciation to all of the volunteers who have 
stepped forward in helping us produce these programs. These 
programs are valuable as they serve as our main outreach to 
those whom use our products. We urge you to check them 
out online and make every effort to get your customers there.

Finally, I cannot close without once again reminding you 
that the Birdie Bash is just around the corner. Please take time 
to get your team organized and  get signed up. The Birdie 
Bash is a wonderful opportunity to have a great day with 
your customers, on a great course and support a worthwhile 
cause all at the same time. 

And as always, if you have any comments or would like 
to suggest any improvements, please do not hesitate to write, 
text, email or call.

From the Managing Director
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REGISTER YOUR TEAM TODAY! SUPPORT THE KANSAS 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

The Kansas Construction Industry will host their annual Birdie Bash Golf Tournament on October 2, 2014 
at the Topeka Country Club! Team registration is now available online at www.kapa-krmca.org where you 
can also sign up for sponsorships. The committee welcomes any prize donations from industry members 
to put toward the putting contest as well. Please contact the association office if you would like to reserve 
your team, sponsorship or prize at (785) 235-1188. 

Place: Topeka Country Club
 2700 SW Buchanan St.
 Topeka, Kansas

Time: Registration 8:00 a.m.
 Shotgun 9:30 a.m.
 Awards and lunch immediately follow event
  
Entry Fee: 
$150.00 per person. Includes Golf, golf cart, skins participation, putting contest fee (19th hole), fantastic 
prizes, giveaways, breakfast, refreshments (aka beer cart), buffet luncheon and much more! 4-Person 
Format.
$25.00 per person to get in the door and eat buffet luncheon.

8:00 a.m. Registration & Breakfast  •  9:30 Shotgun Start 

Prizes:
Three Flights 
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Longest Drive
Closest to pin
Longest Putt
Hole-in-one prizes
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Please Sponsor a Hole or Donate a Prize 
Register Online or Call (785) 235-1188

GOT News??
KAPA-KRMCA doesn’t want to miss what’s 
happening with your company. If you have any 
company news, campaigns, or industry updates 
please do not hesitate to send them our way to 
aschuster@kapa-krmca.org

http://%20www.kapa-krmca.org
www.kapa-krmca.org
http://www.kapa-krmca.org/birdie-bash-golf-tournament.html
mailto:aschuster%40kapa-krmca.org?subject=


Membership News
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Annual KAPA-KRMCA Convention  

January 14-16, 2015 
 

Marriott Hotel 
10800 Metcalf Ave. 
Overland Park, KS  
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Membership News
QUARRYMEN INSURANCE AGENCY

Tom O’DOnnell
quarrymeninsurance@gmail.com
P.O. Box 23007
Overland Park, KS
(913) 220-2274

Tom O’Donnnell has left his former agency and started a 
new one, Quarrymen Insurance Agency. Tom has been a 
member of the aggregate industry for many years, serving 
on several committees and contributing to many events such 
as the Birdie Bash golf tournament. Tom was also one of the 
founders of the Kansas chapter of the Joseph A. Holmes 
Safety Council that works with quarries and promotes safety 
with the industry. 

Having over 35 years of experience in the insurance business 
and now with his new agency, Tom supports and specializes 
in quarries and construction related companies. He has 
spoke to the industry on work compensation safety with 
aggregates. His vast years of growing up with the family 
construction business taught him how the construction and 
aggregate business works. Tom supports the industry and 
KAPA’s mission. Call him for your help in safety, insurance, 
noise and dust tests, MSHA or OSHA help.

CENTRAL PLAINS CEMENT COMPANY
Kameron Williams
kwilliams@centralplainscement.com 
Cole Jacobs
cjacobs@centralplainscement.com
15100 E. Courtney Atherton Rd.             
Sugar Creek, MO 64058
(816) 257-4040

Central Plains Cement is pleased to announce that Kameron 
Williams their Technical Services Engineer has accepted a 
promotion as Technical Services & Logistics Manager. In addition 
to his technical engineering role, he will help initiate our strategy 
and achieve our goals within our transportation system. Kameron 
will continue to work from our administrative office in Sugar Creek 
and working with the Sugar Creek and Tulsa cement plant markets.

Additionally, Cole Jacobs has accepted the position of Sales 
Manager. Cole comes from Martin Marietta Materials, Inc. Rocky 
Mountain Division as District Sales Manager – Aggregates. Cole 
brings extensive experience in cement, concrete and aggregates 
and is a graduate of Middle Tennessee State University’s Concrete 
Industry Management Program and has as an M.B.A. from The 
University of Colorado. Cole’s office will be at our administrative 
office in Sugar Creek and will be working between the Sugar Creek 
and Tulsa cement plant markets.

MEMBER SP    TLIGHTSP    TLIGHT 

Who We Are: Sellers Equipment provides adequate shop and 
field service facilities. Maintaining service equipment, and tools, 
staffed by capable, willing people is a priority of Sellers Equipment. 
This assures that all customers get the maximum performance 
and economical operation from machines purchased or rented.

What We Do: It is also Sellers Equipment’s duty to perform a PARTS 
service for its customers. This is done by maintaining an adequate 
supply of fast moving and insurance parts for the machines we 
sell. These repair parts must be available to our customers night 
or day. Sellers Equipment knows that down time is bad and can 
be very expensive to its customers. Another one of their duties is 
to perform Sales & Rental service. Sellers Equipment sell and rent 
only the products which will prove beneficial to its customers in a 
type and manner which can be afforded. 

History: On October 1, 1947, Ben A Sellers founded Salina Tractor 
Company, Inc., in Salina, KS. The distributorship represented Allis-
Chalmers, Schield-Bantam, and several other lines. In October 
1955, Salina Tractor moved into a totally new facility in Salina. Six 
years, later the initial territory of 28 north central and northwest 

Kansas counties expanded to 42 counties. Then in May 1969, A 
new “brother” company was formed under the name of Sellers 
Tractor Co., Inc., in Wichita, KS. The name of Salina Tractor 
Company was also changed to Sellers Tractor Company. In 1973, 
Sellers Tractor Co., Inc. of Wichita expanded its operation into 
22 southwest Kansas counties and its Salina location expanded 
its operations into northeast Kansas by establishing a facility in 
Topeka, which completed coverage of the entire State of Kansas. 
Then in February 1976, Southwest Kansas operations moved from 
Dodge City into a totally new facility in Garden City and Sellers 
Tractor Company became a distributor of HYSTER lift trucks. In 
April 2006, Sellers Tractor continued their growth by opening yet 
another new location in Olathe to serve the Kansas City area. 
For more information about this month’s Member Spotlight, visit 
www.sellersequipment.com.

About Member Spotlight: To increase membership benefits 
and recognition, one company per month will be chosen at 
random to be featured as the Member Spotlight. If you have any 
questions about the program, please contact Amanda Schuster at 
aschuster@kapa-krmca.org.

SERVING THE ENTIRE 
STATE OF KANSAS 

REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 19, 2014

mailto:quarrymeninsurance%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kwilliams%40centralplainscement.com?subject=
mailto:cjacobs%40centralplainscement.com?subject=
www.midwestminerals.com
kapa-krmca.org
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The KAPA Research & Specification and KRMCA Technical & 
Quality Control Committees met August 6, 2014 in Topeka. The 
meeting was jam packed with a number of items on the agenda.

First up, committees heard a presentation from Dr. Matt O’Reilly 
from the University of Kansas’ Department of Civil, Environment 
& Architectural Engineering on their ongoing research of concrete 
durability. Dr. O’Reilly presented laboratory tests, field work, and 
the effects that curing has on concrete durability. A good group 
discussion and Q&A followed the presentation.

Next, the committee was updated on the new Pre Qualified 
Materials List (PQL) and Part V Specification changes. The PQL 
list can be found online at http://ksdot1.ksdot.org/burmatrres/
pql/default.asp. Part V is in the process of being merged online. 
Currently only the whole book is available, but a Part V link will be 
available soon. Standard Submittal forms were also discussed. They 
get updated regularly on KDOT’s website. You must access them 
with a login and password. You will also be  able to access them 
through our Members Only section of the www.kapa-krmca.org 
website as soon as that part is ready to be released.

Some other issues the committees discussed were air void analyzer 
and petrographic analysis testing and some timing issues between 
contractors and producers when it comes to approval and mix 
designs. The producer needs about a 90 day window for approvals & 
mix designs and the contractor needs to allow a fair amount of time 
for the preparation. A good discussion stemmed around testing and 
timing.

Durability and curing continued on as a discussion throughout 
the meeting. The committee has decided to update some brochures 
that producers and the Association use for promotion, Guidelines 
For Durable Exterior Concrete and A Contractor’s Guide for Quality 
and Durable Residential Flatwork. The brochures will be updated 
and new ones printed soon.

The committee meeting wrapped with some discussion on 
curing concrete and the need to educate the industry about it. An 
announcement was also made to put the ACI Contractor Day on the 
calendar for April 15, 2015.

The next meeting of the KAPA R&S and KRMCA TQC 
Committees will be held in November with details announced soon. 
As always all members are welcome to attend any of the Associations 
committee meetings.

KAPA Research & Specification and KRMCA 
Technical & Quality Control

2014 Local Consult Agenda 
Opening Session  

Welcome & T-WORKS Update  
Funding Overview 

Freight Advisory Committee Recap 
KDOT/KTA Partnership Update  

KTA User Survey  
Break-out Groups  

DOTS exercise  
Projects for Preliminary Engineering Discussion  

Closing Session  
Welcome back  

Report-Outs from Break-Out Groups  
Wrap-up 

 

KDOT News
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KDOT Local Consult Meetings

Letting Report can be 
found online at www.
ksdot.org. Click on 
“Doing Business with 
Us,” “Information for 
Highway Contractors,” 
Then click on “Letting 
Information”

2014 KDOT  
Highway Letting 

Dates
September 17

October 22
November 19
December 17

September 24th 9-12pm Kansas City
The Hilton
520 Minnesota Ave.
Kansas City, KS 
September 29th 9-12pm Garden City
Clarion
1911 E. Kansas Ave.
Garden City, KS
 
September 30th 9-12pm Hutchinson
The Ramada
1400 N. Lorriane
Hutchinson, KS
 

October 1st 9-12pm Wichita
WSU Eugene M. Hughes Metropolitan Complex
5015 E. 29th Street North
Wichita, KS

October 6th 1-4pm Chanute
KDOT Complex
411 W. Fourteenth
Chanute, KS
 

October 7th 9-12pm Topeka
KDOT - Eisenhower State Office Building
700 SW Harrison
Topeka, KS
 

October 14th 9-12pm Hays
KHP Conference Room
1821 W. Frontier Rd.
Hays, KS
 

October 15th 9-12pm Salina
KHP Training Center
2025 E. Iron Avenue
Salina, KS

KDOT and KTA are looking forward to 
this year’s local consult meetings being 
held throughout the state. This is a great 
opportunity for our state transportation 
agencies to hear what is most important 
to local communities in addressing future 
infrastructure needs.

Please register in advance! In order to 
gain some insights about topics of regional 
importance, you are invited to pre-register 
for the local consult meetings by filling out 
this short survey: pre-registration survey.
 
For additional details, visit www.ksdot.
org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp  or 
contact Tammy Torrez at tammyt@ksdot.
org or (785) 296-2153.

MEETING LOCATIONS AND TIMES
KAPA-KRMCA MEMBERS ONLY 

Logins-Coming Soon!!

Recently, KAPA-KRMCA implemented a new website and 
database. As part of your membership benefits you get access to our 
“Members Only” section of the website which provides even more 
information specific to producers, committees and the industry. 
You will also be able to register for events at special member 
pricing and utilize the auto-fill feature for future registrations. We 
also plan to have our “Lunch & Learn” online education program 
ready soon. This will be a great tool for members to utilize when 
it comes to training and resource materials as you will be able to 
download full presentations over industry topics that have been 
conducted. 

We are still in the process of getting the “Members Only” section 
set-up. As soon as all the login information is generated we will 
send out a login and password for each member to use. Once you 
have logged in, you can change the password to whatever you want. 
We look forward to providing some of these new and improved 
member benefits for you. As always do not hesitate to contact us 
with any questions or suggestions at (785) 235-1188.

http://ksdot1.ksdot.org/burmatrres/pql/default.asp
http://ksdot1.ksdot.org/burmatrres/pql/default.asp
http://www.kapa-krmca.org
www.ksdot.org
www.ksdot.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PWRKL93
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
mailto:tammyt%40ksdot.org?subject=
mailto:tammyt%40ksdot.org?subject=
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September

15th - Concrete Promotional Group’s Excellence in 
Concrete Awards: Call for Entries Deadline, visit 
www.concretepromotion.com for more information 
and to enter. 

17th - KDOT Highway Letting

19th - KRMCA Municipal Concrete Awards: Call 
for Entries Deadline, visit www.kapa-krmca.org/
concreteawards for more information and to enter.

21st - 23rd - NRMCA’s Concrete Works 2014 
Conference, Marriott, Indianapolis, IN, www.
nrmca.org/Conferences_Events/ConcreteWorks/.

24th - KRMCA Concrete Pavement Repair (CPR) 
Seminar & Demonstration, 9:00 am, Hilton 
Garden Inn, Manhattan, www.kapa-krmca.org.

24th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 pm, 
The Hilton, Kansas City, KS, www.ksdot.org/
LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp

25th - KRMCA Concrete Pavement Repair (CPR) 
Seminar & Demonstration, 9:00 am, Parsons, 
www.kapa-krmca.org.

28th - Concrete Cares 2014 Event, Kearney NE, www.
concretecares.com

29th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 pm, 
Clarion, Garden City, www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/
LocalConsult.asp

30th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 
pm, The Ramada, Hutchinson, www.ksdot.org/
LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp

30th - Kansas Construction Career Expo, Kansas 
Expocentre, Topeka.

October

1st - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 pm, 
Wichita State University, Wichita, www.ksdot.org/
LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp

2 - Kansas Construction Industry Birdie Bash 
Golf Tournament, 8:00 am, Topeka Country 
Club, Topeka, www.kapa-krmca.org.

6th - KS ACI Concrete Flatwork Finisher/Technician 
Exam, Kansas City, www.acikansas.org. (exam 
only, no training)

6th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 1 pm - 4 pm, KDOT 
Complex, Chanute, www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/
LocalConsult.asp

7th - Sunflower Safety Council Meeting & Fundraiser, 
1:00 pm, Kansas Small Mines for Mine Rescue 
exhibition, Hutchinson www.holmessafety.org/
councils/kansas-sunflower-safety-council/.

7th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 pm, 
KDOT Eisenhower Building, Topeka, www.ksdot.
org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp

8th - 9th - Kansas Contractors Association Fall Days, 
Prairie Band Casino & Firekeeper Golf Course, 
Mayetta, www.webuildkansas.org.

8th - 10th - Mid-America Blasting Conference, Lake 
Ozark, MO, www.mvsee.org/index_files/Page384.
htm

14th - KRMCA-KU-LTAP Concrete Road & 
Street Maintenance Seminar, Wichita, www2.
ku.edu/~kutc/cgi-bin/ltap/index.php

14th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 pm, 
KHP Conference Room, Hays, www.ksdot.org/
LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp

15th - KRMCA-KU-LTAP Concrete Road & Street 
Maintenance Seminar, Lawrence, www2.
ku.edu/~kutc/cgi-bin/ltap/index.php

15th - KDOT Local Consult Meeting, 9 am - 12 pm, 
KHP Training Center, Salina, www.ksdot.org/
LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp 

16th - KS ACI Concrete Flatwork Finisher/Technician 
Exam, Kansas City, www.acikansas.org. (exam 
only, no training)

22nd - KDOT Highway Letting

23rd - Concrete Day at The Contractor Licensing 
Conference, Overland Park Convention Center, 
www.jocogov.org/dept/contractor-licensing/
event/2014/01/10/2159.

26th - American Concrete Institute’s, ACI Fall 
Conference, Hilton Washington, D.C., www.concrete.
org/Events/Conventions/FutureConventions.aspx.

28th - KAPA-KRMCA-KDOT Partnering Social, 
6:00 pm, Location: TBD, Topeka, www.kapa-
krmca.org
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House Bill will Stop EPA from Expanding Federal Regulation of Water and Wet Areas
Vote Expected Next Tuesday – Send a Letter Today! 

Next Tuesday, the House is expected to vote on H.R. 5078, the Waters of the United States Regulatory Overreach 
Protection Act.  This bill would halt the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ (Corps) proposed rulemaking that redefines “waters of the U.S.” under the Clean Water Act (CWA).  
The legislation will prevent the agencies from going forward with a vast expansion of regulatory authority that is 
inconsistent with Supreme Court decisions and, in many times redundant with state regulatory authority.

The bill also requires the agencies to rewrite the rules in consultation with state and local governments to form 
recommendations for a consensus regulatory proposal. Tell your Representative to vote in support of this important 
legislation.

Published September 5, 2014

About the Course: This course presents the practices 
of designing, constructing, and rehabilitating concrete 
pavements. 

Course Topics:
Basics of Concrete
Resurfacing & Reconditioning Concrete
Admixtures
Concrete Finishing
Full Depth Reclamation
Ordering & Delivering Concrete
Decorative Concrete for Special Projects
Question & Answer; Evaluation & Adjournment

Speakers:
John Caldwell, Western Material & Design
Joe Hug, Monarch Cement Company
Richard Mfuko, Andale Ready Mix
Mike Murray, Decorative Concrete, Inc.
Rusty Owings, Euclid Chemical
John Pendry, Midwest Concrete Materials
Amanda Schuster, KRMCA

Who Should Attend: This course is designed for 
maintenance crews, foremen and supervisors who have 
responsibility for providing maintenance on concrete 
pavements. This also includes county and city engineers, 
road supervisors, technicians, road and crew members, 
township trustees, and tribal officials.

Dates and Locations: The 2014 Concrete Road and Street
Maintenance Workshops will be held at the following 
locations.

October 14, 2014 • Wichita
Eugene M. Hughes Metropolitan Complex
5015 E. 29th Street N

October 15, 2014 • Lawrence
KU Burge Union (Main Campus)
1601 Irving Hill Rd.

Registration: The registration fee is $75 and includes lunch, 
breaks, and workshop materials. To register, complete the 
registration form, at http://www.ksltap.org—go to the 
training calendar, click on the workshop you wish to attend.

CONCRETE ROAD & STREET MAINTENANCE SEMINAR
A Kansas Road Scholar Level I Technical Skills Program & Road Maintenance Course

www.concretepromotion.com
www.kapa-krmca.org/concreteawards
www.kapa-krmca.org/concreteawards
www.nrmca.org/Conferences_Events/ConcreteWorks
www.nrmca.org/Conferences_Events/ConcreteWorks
www.kapa-krmca.org
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
www.kapa-krmca.org
www.concretecares.com
www.concretecares.com
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
www.kapa-krmca.org
www.acikansas.org
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
www.holmessafety.org/councils/kansas
www.holmessafety.org/councils/kansas
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
www.webuildkansas.org
www.mvsee.org/index_files/Page384.htm
www.mvsee.org/index_files/Page384.htm
www2.ku.edu
www2.ku.edu
index.php
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
www2.ku.edu
www2.ku.edu
index.php
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/LocalConsult/LocalConsult.asp
www.acikansas.org
www.jocogov.org/dept/contractor-licensing/event
www.jocogov.org/dept/contractor-licensing/event
www.concrete.org/Events/Conventions/FutureConventions.aspx
www.concrete.org/Events/Conventions/FutureConventions.aspx
www.kapa-krmca.org
www.kapa-krmca.org
https://www.bipac.net/issue_alert.asp%3Fg%3DAGC%26issue%3Dwotus_lac%26parent%3DAGC
https://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/5078
http://news.agc.org/2014/03/28/epa-and-the-corps-of-engineers-release-proposed-rule-expanding-clean-water-act-jurisdiction/
https://www.bipac.net/issue_alert.asp%3Fg%3DAGC%26issue%3Dwotus_lac%26parent%3DAGC
http://www.ksltap.org%20


plenty of attention. Another apparent favorite was the 
Harvesters’ tractor-trailer, where children and their parents 
could take a brief ride on the platform used to lift heavy items 
into the truck.

Nikki Babcock said she brought her son Roman, 5, and 
daughter Alyssa, 4, because they love construction equipment 
and enjoyed the event last year.

“They get excited when they see diggers and cranes,” she 
said.

A number of people have already asked how to participate 
in next years event. If you work in the construction industry, 
or a generally related field, please email Zach Snethen at  zjs@
htkarchitects.net and he will keep your contact information 
for next year’s event. In addition to the equipment, financial 
sponsorships are how Downtown Topeka continues to make 
this happen. 

“I am very happy to see that this is turning into a regular 
community event in celebration of Labor Day. I can see this 
growing into a career fair type event giving people of all ages 
exposure to the design, service and construction fields-but 
still keeping it fun,” Snethen said.
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T
he “Touch a Truck” event’s organizers ordered more 
than four times as many T-shirts this year as they had 
last year, and they still were running low with more 
than two hours to go.

The event allowed children to climb into large vehicles 
used for public safety, construction and other purposes from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday near downtown Topeka. To 
get the T-shirts, they had to get signatures on a “passport” 
from the operators of 20 trucks to prove they had visited a 
variety of vehicles, said Edie Smith, director of marketing 
and membership for Downtown Topeka Inc.

Last year, they had only 150 shirts, and ran out within an 
hour, Smith said. This year, they had about 600 shirts and 
started running low by noon, despite the fact that the kids 
had to collect 20 signatures this year, up from 15 last year. 
Several people offered to buy the shirts, but the point is to 
teach kids about construction and public safety, she said.

“Every year we try to get bigger and 
better,” she said.

Zach Snethen, one of the organizers 
of the event, estimated between 3,000 
and 4,000 people attended. They gave 
out 2,000 “passports” to children and 
gave out all 600 T-shirts, he said.

“We were very pleased with the 
response of participants and attendees 
and plan to take the event into its 
third year next year over Labor Day 
weekend,” he said.

Organizers moved the event to the 
700 and 800 blocks of S.E. Quincy 
this year to avoid construction on S. 

Kansas Avenue downtown. More than 30 large vehicles used 
for construction or public safety lined the street Saturday 
morning, and a sand pile provided by Kansas Sand & 
Concrete, Inc. attracted kids who used toy versions of some 
of the big equipment to set up their own construction sites 
— or bury each other.

Admission was free, but organizers requested each family 
bring a nonperishable food item for Harvesters. Snethen 
estimated they collected at least twice as much food as they 
had at last year’s event.

New elements included a children’s activity area, where the 
Kansas Children’s Discovery Center and other groups had 
set up activities like building towers with wooden blocks, 
coloring and balloon animals. Stands selling HHB BBQ and 
Italian ice also were new this year.

As usual, the main attractions were the trucks. Many of the 
bigger trucks drew lines, with a Topeka fire engine attracting 

Attracts Crowd to 
Downtown Topeka by Megan Hart 

cjonline.com

Wyatt Harmon, son of Amanda Schuster (KAPA-
KRMCA) enjoyed the Touch-A-Truck event. He 
is pictured with a ready mix truck provided by 
producer member, Concrete Supply of Topeka.

Page 11

mailto:zjs%40htkarchitects.net?subject=
mailto:zjs%40htkarchitects.net?subject=
cjonline.com


Dane Barclay, President
Alsop Sand

Nadine Stannard, Vice President
Associated Material & Supply

Dan Woodward, Secretary-Treasurer
Kansas Sand & Concrete

Randy Hattesohl, Past President
APAC Kansas, Inc. Shears Div.

Phil Mott, Director
APAC-Kansas Shears Div.

Steve Sloan, Director
Midwest Minerals, Inc.

Kelly Briggs, Director
Bayer Construction Co.

Robin Huber, Director
Huber Sand Co.

Eric Bettis, Director
Mid States Materials

Jake Lauer, Director
Blue River Sand & Gravel

KAPA-KRMCA Board of Directors
2014 KAPA Officers & Directors

Dwayne O’Brien, President
O’Brien Ready Mix

Randy Hattesohl, Vice President
APAC Kansas, Inc. Shears Div.

Jim Coffin, Secretary/Treasurer
J A G Construction Co.

Justin Crain, Past President
American Concrete Co., Inc.

Neal Morris, Director
Concrete Materials Company

Mark Woods, Director
Independence Ready Mix

Tim Zynda, Director
Concrete Materials Company

Peter Browning, Director
Salina Concrete Products

Chris Eichman, Director
Midwest Concrete Materials

Steve McDonald, Director
Geiger Ready Mix

Curt Kitson, CMAF Director
Monarch Cement Co.

2014 KRMCA Officers & Directors

2014 M&T Officers & Directors
Eric Trytten, President
Ash Grove Cement Co.

Phil Porter, Vice President
Buckley Powder Co.

Lynn Ronnebaum, Secretary/Treasurer
IronPlanet

Alan Bandyk, Past President
Grace Construction Products

2014 KAPA-KRMCA Team
Woody Moses

Managing Director

Amanda Schuster
Administrative and 

Promotions Coordinator
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